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Reparations to repair the physical, cultural, psychol ogical and
spiritual damages done to Africans in America during the hol ocaust of
ensl avenent is an idea whose tine has conme. Monentumis building, and though
the struggle will still be long and difficult, the prospect of victory is at
| east now concei vabl e.

My maj or caution and concern is that the various forces who have
contributed to the extraordinary potential of this noment not squander this
opportunity because of internal tensions, bickering, individual and
organi zation egoi smand political inmmaturity. In my considered judgnent,
what is required at this nonment is operational unity and a united front to
coordinate a nmassive nultifaceted canmpaign to win reparations.

The surgi ng nonentum devel opi ng around the idea of reparations is the
result of decades of dedicated struggle by a broad range of |eaders,
organi zati ons and novenents. Many veteran social and political activists |like
nyself were first exposed to the idea of reparations by the great African
freedom fighter Queen Mdther Audley More. | recounted
in a recent article how Queen Mther stood in the corridors of the Gary Bl ack
Political Convention in 1972, passing out literature and exhorting the
participants not to forget
“your reparations.”

Queen Mt her educat ed hundreds of activists about the definition,
rational e and nmeani ng of reparations. President Imari Cbadel e and The
Republic of New Africa have al so been relentless in the call for reparations.
Los Angel es based activist Robert Brock is another crusader who has
cris-crossed the country preaching and teachi ng about the necessity for
conpensation for former enslaved Africans. The Nation of Islamhas al so been
a consistent voice in support of reparations. Indeed, by and |large, the
Nati onal i st/ Pan- Afri cani st forces have been at the center of the denmand for
reparations for decades.

One of the nost inportant devel opnents in the |ast quarter of the 20th
century, however, was the creation of a united front type unbrella
organi zation called the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in
Anerica (N COBRA). The creation of N COBRA nmarked the coming together of a
nunber of organizations and individuals to coordinate the work of pressing
for reparations. One thinks of people |ike “Reparations Ray,” Dorothy Benton
Lewis, Imari and Jonetta Qoadel e, Chokwe Lununba, Adjoa Aiyetoro, Nchech
Tai fa, Hannibal Afrik, Kalonji and Kupenda O usugun, Efia Mmanganza, Dr.
Janes Turner, Ron Walters as anobng the stalwarts within the | eadership and
nenbership of the unbrella formati on which nore than any other kept the flane
of reparations alive and burning when the issue was no where near as popul ar
as it is today. It was the dedicated work of the core of activists and
advocat es that gathered around N COBRA that set the stage for the current
popul arity of the concept of reparations. Anong other things, N COBRA
net hodi cal | y persuaded scores of national organizations and city councils to
pass resol utions supporting reparations.

On the legislative front, Congressman John Conyers’ introduction of
HR- 40 in Congress, the Reparations Study Bill that would create a
Presidential Comm ssion to exam ne the inpact of slavery on Africans in
Anerica and recomend renedi es, has certainly had a gal vani zing inpact in



terns of provoki ng debate and di scussi on about the idea of conpensation

Massachusetts State Senator Bill Omens also created a national stir
when he introduced a bill in the |egislature demandi ng reparations for that
state’s conplicity in sanctioning and profiting fromslavery. And, as
ref erenced above, scores of city councils across the country passed
resol utions supporting the Conyer’s bill or reparations in general. In
addition, civil rights/human rights |eaders |ike Rev. Jesse L. Jackson have
periodi cally incorporated
reparations into their public policy agendas.

The National Black United Front (NBUF), under the |eadership of Dr.
Conrad Worrill, launched a “W Charge Genocide Canpaign,” which with the
support of the New York based Decenber 12th Movenent (D 12), significantly
contributed to the popul ar education of Africans in America about the
under | ying causes and rationale for reparations. NBUF and D12 col |l ected
t housands of signatures on petitions and presented themto the United
Nations. Mnister Silas Mihanmad and his followers al so gathered signatures
and took themto the United Nations. In the nbst recent period, Deadria
Far mer - Pael | mann br oke new
ground with her pioneering research on the role of U S. corporations in
perpetuating and/or profiting fromslavery (Ms. Paell mann recently sued Fl eet
Bank, Aetna Insurance Conpany and CSX Corp. for reparations).

Randal | Robi nson’s powerful book The Debt has had an enornous i npact
in popul arizing reparations and creating a confort level with the idea anbng
African Anericans. The Bl ack Radi cal Congress has adopted reparations as a
maj or part of its program and sponsored a national conference on the subject
| ast year. Chicago Al derworman Dorothy Till man al so convened a nationa
conference to build support for reparations in 2001. And, newy el ected New
Yor k Council man Charl es Barron has opened up a whole new front by introducing
a Queen Mother Moore Reparations Bill that would exam ne the Cty of New York
s role in sanctioning and benefiting/profiting fromslavery. In addition
Charl es Qgeltree and Randal | Robi nson have assenbled a high profile | ega
dream teamthat includes Johnnie Cochran and Wllie Gary to pursue | ega
strategies to attain reparations.

Reparations are an idea whose tine has conme. A recent edition of USA
Today devoted three full pages to the issue of reparations and the | awsuit
that was filed by Ms. Paell mann received major attention in the nmedia. NBUF
and D-12 are spearheading a MIlions for Reparations Mbilization schedul ed
for Washington, D.C. August 17, the birthday of Marcus Garvey. The nonent is
ripe with possibilities. M/ plea is that a major effort be undertaken to
bring all of the forces together to forge a united front to hamer out
principles of unity and a coordinated strategy to wage the struggle for
reparations in the courtroom the legislative arena and in the streets. It
may be now or never!



